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Sins of Falſe Prophets, which come to you in Sheep's che 


V thing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves ; Te l know 
tbem by their Fruits. © 


HAVE already taken occaſion, upon a former Return of this Solemni- 
[ ty, (a) to diſcourſe upon the Subject Matter of theſe Words, I have 
ſhewn Who the Falſe Prophets here ſpoken of are; And What the Fruits 
by which we are directed, or rather commanded to diſcover Them. That by 
the former we are to anderftand not ſo much Thoſe who preach another Go- 
ſpel; whether different from, or contrary to the Goſpel of Chriſt; as Thoſe 
. whom St, Peter, expounding the very Word of the Texts, calls Falſe Teachers, 
(2 Pet. ii,1.) and tells us, ſhould one Day riſe up in the Church ot Chriſt, and 
privily bring in damnable Hereſies. And as for the Latter, The Fruits whereby 
we may know them, that they are of two kinds; Their (b) Doctrine, (e) and 
their Practices: The Principles which They profeſs ; ; and the Natural Efe# 
of thoſe Principles upon the Manners and Actions of Thoſe who receive Them, 
and conduct themſelves by the Meaſures of Them. That by Theſe, as we eaſily 
may; ſo it is not only our Right, but our Duzy,to Try and to be BEW ARE 
of Falſe Prophets. It is our Right as we are Men, endued with Reaſon, and 
therefore not to be led blindfold, in a Matter of the higheſt Concern to Us, 
either againſt Reaſon, or withour it. It is our Duty as We are Chriſtians, 
- furniſh'd with ſufficient Means to know what the true Faith and Do#rine of 
Chrilt is, and Obliged to follow it; and Caution'd to Beware of ſuch as would 
draw ns off from it : Beloved, ſays St. John, Believe not every Spirit, but 
Fry the Spirits whether they are of God; becauſe many Falſe Prophets are 
gone out into the World, 1 John iv, 1, 

Having thus eſtabliſh'd not only our Right, but our Duty, in this Particu- 
lar, from the Authority of the Text; I next proceed from the Solemmity of 
the Day, to make that particular Application, which I was oblig'd to do of 
it, I thew'd wha: the Doctrine of the Church of Rome is, with Reſpect to 
Thoſe who differ from it; and how Scandalous and Unchriſtian her Treat- - 
ment of Them has been. That according to the One, they ought neither to 
be Pitied of Men, nor Pardoned by God : Neither to have any Mercy ſhewn 
Fhem in this World, nor any Hope left them in the World which is ro come. 
And as for the Ocher, Their Behawiour towards them; that it has fully come 
up to, I had almoſt ſaid, and even exceeded, Their very Principles in Cruel- Þ 
ty and Inhumanity. That They have ranſaked Sea and Land for Torturts, 
to wreak their Malice and Hatred againſt Them: That P riſons, and Galleys, 
and Dungeons have been the Hab:tation; The Stake, the Wheel, and the 

Gibbet, the Portion of Chriſt's Diſciples under Popiſb; no leſs than under Pa- 
gan Tyranny, And what Labours, what Watchings, what Faſtings ; what 
Cold and Nakedneſs; To ſpeak all in one Word, what Tryals, worſe, than 
Death, They have undergone, before They have been admitred to the —— 


(a) Sermon upon the Sth of November, printed An. 1699. (b) 1 Tim. 19, 
a0. 2 Tim. 2.17, 18. Titus 3. 10. 1 Jo. 4 1. 2 Jo. 7. 10. (e) Acts 29, 2.96" 
a Tim, 3. 2, Cc. Tit. 141 1. 15. 2 Pet. 2, 3. 10. Jud. 8. 11. x 
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of Dying, the numerous Accounts that have been publiſh'd of their Suffer- 

ings abundantly inform Us. *. 
Such is the DoFrine, ſuch has been the Practice; and we have good Reaſon 

o believe, that ſuch wil ever be the Behaviour of Theſe of rhe Church of 

Rome, toward Us of the Reformed Religion, The Conſpiracy of this Day, how 

plack and deteſtable ſoever it may appear, and no doubt deterves to be reputed 

y Us, was but the Natural Reſult of their known Principles, and a true I- 

age of their inward Sentiments and Affections toward Us. By Thu They 

would have ſent the whole Repreſenrative Body of the Realm quick into He: 


* 


y Nad by Thoſe They do Declare, That as Hereticks, and Enemies to Their Bo- 
- Wirine and Authority, We all ought, by any Means, to be diſpatch'd Thither, 
ſe And now what can We conclude from theſe Premiſes, ſo plain and fo inftru- 


ive, but that if We have any Regard, either to the Truth of the Goſpel, or 
o our Own Security (and ſure one would think We ſhould have ſome Regatd 
o Both) We ought,in the Word of my Text, to BEWARE of ſuch Falſe Pro- 
d Nebets. This our Saviour directs; our Religion requires; and the Natural 
& Principle of Self preſer vation recommends it to Us. To return either Their 
n, Malice or Violence upon Them, is, I hope, as far from our Deſires, as, I am 
ly ure, it is contrary to our Doctrine. But ro ſecure our Selves againſt their At- 
E Ntempts; to Watch and Stand upon our Guatd, and not ſuffer ſuch furious 
d MZcalots to Break in upon Us and Devour Us, is as Prudent as it is Innocent: 
's, Both our Duty and our Intereſt, oblige Us ſo to do; 
63 Now to Beware of Falſe Prophets, may, in general, denote theſe Two Things, 
of Either, ; of 
1d Fir, To have a Care of their Doctrine, that We be not Seduced, or En- 
ut ſnared by That. Or, 4 | 
re Secondly, To Guard our Selves againſt their Attempts; that We be not 
Dyertaken, and Deſtroy d by Thoſe. | | 
u- The Former of Theſe will, I think, admit but of little Difficulty. For how- 
of Ever ſome among Us have of late endeavonred to repreſent Popery in a fairer 
of Preſs that either its Errors will allow, or their own Profeſſion thould have 
to Yaught them to do: Yer, when all is done, ſo contrary is the whole Syſtem of 
t- - thac Religion, not only to ſome particular Principles, but to the very Nature 
to Ind Deſign of Chriſtianity; that tis impoſſible for any One who has attain'd 
n #0 any competent Knowledge of the One, ever to be deceiv'd or perverted by 


je. he Other. | | 
ne Was it one great End of the Goſpel to deſtroy idolatry, and to bring Us 
el- Poth ro the Knowledge and Worſhip of the only true God, and his.Son Feſus 


brift our Lord? How then can the Papiſt juſtify either his Fairh or his 
orffÞip, in reſtoring again the Pagan Superſtition under a Chriſtian DrefsÞ | 
By the Uſe and Adoration of the Croſs, and other Images? By the Vencra- 
ion Which He pays to Saints and Angels? By latroducing Other Mediators 
ſides Chriſt? And Going to God by Them, no 'lefs, that I do not ſay | 


nan © ore frequently; than by Him? | | : 
chr Does the Goſpel fer out to Us but One Sacrifice of Chrif, once offered for 


in? Does it teach Us that by that One Sacr:fice (a) He has perfected for ever 


19. em t hat are Sancti ed? That (6) without ſhedding of Blood there can be no 
Remifion, And, that (c) Chrift being rai ſed from the dead, diet h no 


Ee. i 2 
() Heb, 10. 14. (b) Heb. 9. 22, (c) Rom. 6. 9, 


Death hath no more Dominion over him? Let the Papi ſt tell us how this can 
poſlibly be reconciled with his Daily Sacrifice of the Maſs ? Which He af. ¶ and 
firms not only to be a (d) true and proper propitiatory Sacrifice; but as ſuch A1. 
. continually Offers it up to God for the Sins and Satufattions both of the Dead, I den 
ænd of the Living. Th 
Was it the Great Deſign of the Goſpel to engage Men to (e) live pure and has 
holy Lives here, as the only Means of being Happy hereafter? Has it declar'd wo! 
Repentance for Sin, to be the neceſſary Condition of God's Forgiveneſs ? And Th 
that Repentance conſiſts in an Actual Conv2rſion from a Stare of Sin, to a anc 
State of Piety and Obedience? But what can be more contrary to All this, W Pre 
than the Romiſh Doctrines of Confeſſion and Abſolution? Of the pretended Wha: 
Efficacy of Maſſes, Pardons, and Indylgences * Of a Purgatory after Death, of 
wherein to expiate ſuch Sins as were not ſufficiently cleans'd before? And ofY} 
ren thouſand Artifices which they have found out to deliver a Sinner out of Pur- If cip 
gatory too, by ſuch Methods as have as little Reaſon, as they have Religion Þr 
in Them, | An 
Has the Goſpel declared our Bleſſed Lord to be (f) Head of h Body the 
Church? How then does the Pope lay Claim to that Character, and to the An 
Authority derived from it? Has it preſcribed the Uſe of (g) Two outward If 7 
Rites only, which we call Sacraments, and promis'd an Inward Spiritual 
Grace to the Religious Uſe of them? Why then does the Papi i not only en- wi 
 joyn the Uſe, bur require the like Beliet of EW] more? Did our Saviour in ¶ ou 
the Celebration of One of Theſe exprefly Command Us (4) te Drink of the art 
Cup of Bleſſing, as well as to Eat of the Halowed and Myſtical Bread? With 
what Confidence does the (i) Romani ſt forbid the Chriſiian Communicant B W 
not only to Drinł of it, but even to believe that He Lies under any Obliga- N va 
tiox ſo to do? | (p 
And what ſhall I ſay more? For the Time would fail me to ſpeak * of that I an 
great Foundation:of lonumerable other Corruptions, their Doctrine of Tradi- ÞÞ ge 
tions: * Of the Publick Service of the Church in an Unknown Tongue : Of Sc 
the Merits of Good Works: Of the SatisfaFions of their Saints: Of the D. 
Extenſive Power of their Pope and Church: * Of their Scandalous, yet allow'd th 
Principles, with Reſpect not only to ſuch Other Perſons whom they account . 
Schi ſinaticłs and Hereticks, but towards Kings and Princes, nay towards Prin- 
cipalities and Countries; Often devoted by their Bull to Deſtruction, and I p 
ſometimes Aſſaulted, Invaded, and Murdered, in purſuance of their Sentences Net 
againſt Mhem, | 
If theſe be Evangelical Doctrines and Practices, let the Church of Rome 
be what She ſo much deſires, The Catholick, nay The Only Catholick Church? 
And ler Us rather be no Chriſtians than ſuch Catholicks. Bur if ſuch Do- 
 e#rines as Theſe can no more be reconciled with the Truth of the Goſpel, than 
{ach Pra7ces can be juſtify d by the Precepts of it; I may then venture ro 
Conclude, that no One who knows any thing as he ought of his Holy Profeſ- 
on, can ever be in danger of being ſeduced by ſuch notorious Corruptions; Or 
willnecd much tobe Caurion'd,in this reſpect, to Beware of theſe Falſe Prophets. 


(d ) Concil. Trident Seſſ. xxii, can. 1. 3. (e) Tit, 2. 11, &c. (f ) Epheſ. 
7.2223. (g) Mar. 28. 19. Mat. 26. 26, &c. Comp, 1 Cor. 1 l. 23. (h) Mate 
26,27, (i) Concil. Trident, Seff. xxi, can, 1%, 2. 8 
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But much greater is the Danger, Seconaly, in the Other Senſe of the Word, 


and a more preſent Concern to Us; I mean to Guard our Selves againft their 


Attempts, It will require all our Care; and try not only our higheſt Pru- 
dence, but our utmoſt Vigilance too, in this Senſe, to BEW ARE of Them: 
The want of which has ſometimes been fatal to the greateſt Prince:; Who 
have ſuffered the Viper quierlty to inſinuate himſelf into their Boſomes, and 
would not be convinc'd of their Danger; till they felt his Sting in their Hearts, 
This was eminently the Caſe of Henry the I1Id,and Henry the IVthof France; 
and may abundantly convince Us, how little Reaſon We have to truſt to their 
Pretenſions, when ſuch mighty Princes, and of their own Communion too, 
have been ſacrificed by Them, only for ſnewing ſome more Favour to thoſe 
of the Reformed Religion, than They thought it became Them to Do. 

It is therefore beyond all Doubt, that whether We conſider Their Prin- 
ciples,or Their Practicet, We have juſt reaſon to BEW AR E of theſe Falſe 
Prophets, The only Queſtion is, How far we ought to extend our Cautiou ? 
And, what Rind of Security it will behove Us to require of them ? 

May We treat with Them as with Other Men, with Citizens, with Chriſtians ? 
And their Honour, their Promiſes, or (which are wont to be ſacred even with 
Turks and Infidels) their very Oaths, for eur Security? | 

Or muſt we deal with Them in what concerns the Buſineſs of Religion, as 
with Men of no Faith, and Enemies to Humane Society: And never account 
our Selves to be ſufficiently guarded againſt their Attempts; bur while We 
are Armed with Power either to prevent, or to puniſh their Perfidiouſneſs. 

I am not unſenſible how ungratefu] a Subject I am about to enter upon: 
What Offence it will be ſure to give to thoſe whoſe Deſigns | would hereby a- 
waken you (if poſſible) to BEWARE of: And hoy little SatisfaCtion it may 
(perhaps) afford to ſome Others, who either do not ſo well know theſe Men 
and their Religion, as they ought: or are not fo Apprchenſive of the Dan- 
ger We are in from Both, as it were to be wiſhed They would be, But tis a 
Service | owe to my Religion, and to my Country: And I will ſo mevage the 
Debate, as to Offer nothing to you bur what their Own Books declare to be 
their Principles; and I ſhall be able from the Authority of the Beſt Hiſtori- 
ans, to prove has been their Practice. e parhd, 

To come then freely to the Point; I do conceive that to ſecure Us in the 
Profeſfion of our Reformed Religion, and in the Enjoyment of thoſe Rights, 
that Power, and Authority, by which it is now happily Eftabliſhed among Us , 
We ought not to treat with Theſe of the Church of Rome, as with Ot her Men 
with Fellow Citizens, or Fellow Chriſtians. That their Truth, their Promiſes, 
nay their very Oaths,in this Caſe,are not to be rely'd upon by Us, Their 
7 caution Us not to truſt Them; and their Actions ſnew that 
there is no Dependance to bt made upon Them. ' 

For, Fir#, To begin with that, which though it may ſeem to be the Joweſt 
Tie, is yet ſuch a Principle vpon which the general Ground of Confidence bee 
tween Man and Man is Eitabliſh'd ; that where Peace, and Society, are entet: 
tam'd; but moch more, where Love and Kindneſs are profeſs'd; Where there 
is. neither any Qpen Enmity declar'd, nor fo much as any Suſpition given of 
any Secret Grudge or Rancour in the Heart ; but, on the contrary, all is caly 
and quiet, kind and friendly towards each Other, Every One is to preſume 
nat He is ſecurg : Mat the Perſons with whom be Correſponds mean Him 
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no Harm, nor till ſome juſt Occaſion be given for it) will do Him 


% 


ce, whether in his Goods, Reputation, or (which is of the greateſt Conſequen- 


ce to every Man in this World) in his Body and Life, How weak a Defenſe is 
this againſt the many ſtanding Sentences, as well as Open Declarations, of 
the Romiſh Church, againſt Thoſe whom They account Hereticks * Who, as 
ſuch, are ſolemuly once (V ar leaſt every Year Excommunicated by Them ? 
Whom all (a) Princes and Magiſtrates of their Communion, are obliged to Pu- 
niſh and Extirpate out of their Dominions ? With whom they have determi- 
ned that No Faith is to be kept? And againſt whom tho'the Execution of 
theſe Penalties is underſtood to be ſuſpended where they want (4) Power or 
Opportunity to put Them in Practice; yet as ſoon as the Impediment is re- 
moved, I heir Qbligation returns; and They are required to break through 
all Ties of Love, Relation, and even Common Humanity it ſelf; as they will 
eſcape the Cenſure of being thought (e) Favonrers of Hereticks A Crime 
the next in Danger, and being little inferiour in Guilt, to that of being Them- 
{elves Hereticłs. 1 FD 74 125 5 

Let me for Proof of this appeal to the Horrid Treachery of the Bart holo- 
new Maſſacre, in a Neighbouring Kingdom; (4) contrived at a Meeting of 
Pleaſure and Gallantry; and executed at a time not only of Publick Peace and 
Concord, but of the neareſt Alliance, and under a Solema Treaty of Faith and 
Security, (e) Never did the Court of France carry it fairer, to all Appear- 


F 


% Thurſday in Paſſion-Week, Cap. Excommunica mus, xiii. de Hæreticu. 
(a) Cap. Excommunic & moneantur de Hereticis Vid pl. Tit. vii. de Hereti- 
cis. (b) See Facultat. Conceſſ. Ann, 1 580, Execution for 4 * p. 19. With 
Hearr's Confeſſion, ibid. p.21. (c) Cap. Excommunicamus, 5. Credeutet. De 
Hereticis, (d) D'Aubigne, Hiſt. Univ. An. 1565, Col. 292. (e) It is evident 
from the French Hiſtorians, that both the Peace with the Proteſtants, and the 
Marriage of the King of Navarre, were purpoſely concerted for the Deſtruction 
of the Reformed. Thuanus zundeed ſpeaks of this with ſome Reſerve, lib. xlv. 
p. $45. yet He reports ſo many previous Intimations and Diſcoveries of their 
Deſggns, lib. lii. as plainly ſhews, that the true End both of the Peace and 
Marriage, was only to get the Proteſtants into their Power, that ſo they might 
at once rid themſelves of Them. But other Hiſtorians are more Open. Father 
Buſſieres ſpeabs plainly,lib. xx. that the laſt Peace was made with the Reform- 
ed, on purpoſe to catch Them the more eaſily by Treachery, and deſtroy Them, 
He tells us, That a Secret Council wrhoſen to concert the Meaſures of it. 
And that the King, the ſo young, was admirably inſtructed by his Mother, ta 
ali ſemble with them, To this Varillas agrees: Vie de Charles IX. lib. viii, 
p. 368, Cc. lib. 9. p. 412. 437. Nor does Mezeray think it improbable. Ad 


An. 1570. And the Memoirs de I Eſtat de France ſous Charles IX. Vol. 1. give 
. ſuch Proofs of it, as put it beyond all Doubt. Two Days after the Maſſacre,the 


King went to @ Mais of Thankſgiving, and then in open Court Own'd the Or- 
&ering of it ; and was complimented by the Preſident and others upon it. 
Meaals were firuck in Memory of it: And upox Auguſt the 28 h an Extra- 
ordiury Jubilee was kept in Paris, with Proceſſions for the ſame, Memoirs, 
P. 422, 426, 510,511. Mezeray ad An. 1572. At Rome the Pope went in 
Proceſſion to Saint Lewis's Church, to giveThanks to God for it. In Spain, 
the Repreſentatien of it was Selemniz'd before| the King under the Title of 


vo 
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ears, that this abominable Treachery and Maſſacre, was generally approv'd 
by Thoſe of the Roman Communion. _ war 7 
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ance, towards the Reformed, than at this Seaſon. The Great Admiral Coligny, 
as he was commonly call'd by the King his Father; ſo did He ſeem to be no 
leſs reſpected hy Him. The King of Navarre was now by Marriage, as well 
as Deſcent, become One of the neareſt Princes of the Blood, All was diſp6fed 
to Love and Joy, Kindneſs and Affection towards each Other. Nothing 
thought of but rhe Feſtival Celebrations of a Marriage, which was to pur 
a final End to any farther Conteſts about Religion. When behold, in the 
Height of all this Truſt and Security, the Brave Coligny was firſt wounded 
in the Street, and before He had time to recover his Hurt, baſely Oppreſsꝰd and 
Murder'd in his Chamber: The Proteſtants, naked and unprepar d, were 
every where purſued by Armed Men ; and in defiance ot all Humanity, as 
well as contrary to all the Laws of Civil Society, were Aſſaulted, Purſued, 
Butchered where-ever they could be found. The very-King of Navarre, with 
the Prince of Conde his Brother, tho' fo nearly Allied ro the Royal Family, 
hardly eſcaped; (a) being forced to ſacrifice their Confciences to ſave their 
Lives. Such was their Cathdlick Juſtice and Mercy. And fo little can we rely 
upon their Pretences of Peace or Fidelity when the Sacred Intereſt of the 
Church requires them to treat Us as Infidels and Hereticks ! 
But why do I trouble you with Inſtances from Abroad, when our own 
Country, and the Return of ths Day furniſhes me with ſo Memorable an Ex- 
ample at Home, When King James the Pirſt came to the Crown, the Papiſts 
were ſo far from being perſecuted for their Religion, that his Majeſty openly 
declared to his (b) Parliament his Opinion againſt It. So high were they 
raiſed in their Expectations from Him, as publickly to (c) Petition for a To- 
leration: And One main Argument from whence they pretended to deſerve 
it was; That they were by their Principles Good Engliſpmen, and Faithful 


Subjects; and therefore fit to be Encouraged, as well as Protected, by the 


Governmenr, 

I am unwilling to believe (4) tho? there is but too much ground to ſuſpect 
it, That at the very ſame Time they thus boaſted of their Duty to the King, 
and Affection to their Country, they were contriving the utter Ruin of Both, 
This is Certain, that it was about that very Time this Hor rid (e) Conſpiracy 

as form'd, which ſhould at once have ſacrificed both the King and his Par- 
iament , to their unchriſtian Fury; and had it taken Effect, would have put 
the whole Nation into a muſt dangerous Convulſion. With ſuch little Truth, 
vr rather with ſuch a Treacherous Appearance of Duty and Honeſty, which 
hey never meant, did they profeſs their Loyalty to their Prince, their Love 
and Tenderneſs to their Country and their Fellow-$ubjects ! . AH 


(2) See Bufficres Hiſt. Gal. lib. xx. p 119,120. Mezeray ad An.157 2.Varil- 
as Vie de Charles IX. lib ix. p. 474. Popliuiere lib. xx. p.67. D Aubigne, Tom. 


i. lib. 1. Col. 6. (5) See the King's Speech to thu firſt Parliament. \c) See 


heir Petivion, An. 1604. p. 7, e. (d) See Foulis Hiſt. of Popiſh Treaſons, 
Pref.ilp.3. Caſaub.624.ad Front. Duc. p.) 52, 753. (e) So Winter 5 Confeſſion ; 
v hich carries it back to Lent, Ann. 1603. Catesby and Wright baving before 
een conſulting about it. ö 
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he Triumph of the Church Militant, Mezeray ibid, From all which it ab- 


mv 


1 * 
* <4 Re * 1 
N 7 19 9 by 


Let me ; Wiſervs yet one AD more: 2 that Parliament many there were 
of their Own Religion, who, had the Blow been given, muſt have been over- I 
whelmed in the ſame Ruin with their Enemies. This ſome of a more ſcru- 1 
pulous Temper, not yet quite diveſted of all Humanity, ſtumbled at. But 
the hardned (a) Jeſuir ſoon determined the Matter; and reſolved, that for Wo 
thy, Good of the Church, Better it were that ſume of their Friends ſhould pe- 


' 1ifh,; than that their Enemies ſhould eſcape the Deſtruction they had prepa- 


red for them, br 

To this Uoproſperous Attempt under the Father, let me add another In- ſk 
ſtance, no leſs Bloody, but more farally ſucceſsful; under the Son; I mean the iy 
Iriſh Maſſacre : One of the molt Inhumane Butcherics that ever any People. 
were guilty of; and which had the leaſt ! rovocation to attone for the Barba- 


rity of ir. (5 The Pap:fts enjoy 'd both their Religion and Liberties in great 


Tranquility. Their Prieſts egecuted their Functions as quietly, and almoſt ß. 
as publickly, as thoſe of che Ectabliſhd Church. They were united with the. 
Proteſtant; in the neareſt Bands of Neigbourhoud, Friendihip, and Relation: M 
They were adtnitted freely into the Magiſtracy, without any Oath of Supre- P. 
macy to reltrain them: And to all Appearance were as Eaſy and Contented i; 
as it became Them, and they had all the Reaſon in the World ro be. i 

And yct in cheſi Circumitances, and without the leaſt Provocation either // 
from the People or Government, a general Maſſacre was contrived by them, 
And fo well did they ſucceed in it, that, if we may take their own Account, N. 
they, in three Months time, murdered no lels than 154000 Proteſtants, a- N 
gainſt all the Laws of Nature, and Civil Soctety; I ſhould hive added Re- Wer: 
{igivn too, but that I will not fo far prophane the Name of Religion as to 
ſuppoſe they had any regard to That in what they did, 

might multiply more Inſtances of the like kind, to conſirm hat I have 
Iam now to prove; but lam ſtraightasd in Time, and mutt not eglarge, 
Theſe may {uffice to ſhew, Hum lietle we of the Reformed Religion can, with 
eny Safety, denend upon the Common Faith or Friendſhip of thoſe of the Other 
Communion, when it ſhall be for the Iutereſt of their Church to Ruin and De- 
froy Vs. 

But, 20ly, What the Laws of mere Humanity, therefore, cannot Oblige 
Them to, the Duties of Religion may: And even a Papiſt may be tied by his 
delemn Promiſe, or Oæth, tho' not by the Ordinary Bonds of Society or Friend. L. 
ſbip. In Other Matters perhaps he may be; In the Concern' of Religion 1H 
doubt he cannot: And that, among Others, upon theſe following Accounts, 7. 

Firſt, That we can never be jure of #har He does Promiſe or Swear t 
ſuch 2 Caſe : We may underſtand his Words, and yet not reach his Meaning 
Bac when we imagiuc we have Him the moſt ſecure, He may ſmile to think 
how credulous we arc, and how finely he has deceived Us with a few fait 
Words which ſignify juſt nothing; nor will lay any Reſtraint at all upe 
Him. Such is the Power of a well menaged Equi vocat ion! A Doctrine al 


1 (a) Father Garnet. (h) See Sir Rich. Cox's Hiſt, of Ireland, Vol. 2. p. 72, & 
Vid. Epift, Caſaub. 124. ad Front. Duc. p. 763, 764, 765. And Sotd 
allows it to be lawful to Equi vocate in Words, if the Perſon be forcibly obli 
get to Swear, when of right He ought not to be compell'd to it. De Juſt. ( 
Jur. l. 8. q. 1. art. 7, Others extend it to Propeſ tions alſo, As Sylveltgr 
qaoted by Soto, J. c. Oc. 


ere Ned, and practiſed, by fome of the Greateſt Members of that Church, but 
er- ſp.cially Thoſe of our Own Country: And how ſhalt We be ſure wo They 
Tu- Whom we treat with, do not deal with Us upon the Meaſures of it? 


But MW Now an Equivocation may be of rwo kinds; Either in Woras, or in Pra- 


for Wo/;ti0ns. Let us briefly take a View of both, that ſo we may the better ſee 
pe- Nhat Maſters they are in this new Art of Fraud and Deceit. 
pa- To Equivocate in Woras, is to underſtand the Terms in which theySwear 
r Promiſe any thing, in ſome artificial and unſulpetted Senſe, which They 
In- Weep cloſe to themſelves, and is utterly different from that in which Thoſe to 
the Whom they Swear or Promiſe do underſtand Them. "Thus One of that Re- 
ople gion being ask d by the Lord Mayor (a) Who was Sapreme Head of the 
ba · Nhareh of Eng land! Readily anſwer d, The King. And being challenged by 
reat Nome of his Own Party for it, as having therein virtually denied the Pope's 
Supremacy ; told them, he meant the King of Heaven, not the King of Exg- 


the Ward. Another denied that He was a Prieſt; meaning a- Prieſt of Apollo. 
ion: nd being farther queſtioned, ( Hhet her He had ever been beyond Sea ? 
pre- Pvare he had not; underſtanding by the Sea the Indian Ocean, not the Brit- 
ared % Channel, And by the ſame Rule a Popiſh Prince my Swear, a thouſand 


imes over, to defend and maintain the Churchof England as by Law Eſta- 
ther /,; ſuppokng (as (c) ſome of Them have told us)“ that Queen Elize- 
* beth being lllegitimate, and no righrful Queen ; all her Acts upon which 
the Reformad Religion is chiefly Eſtabliſhed are of no Force; ard ſo Queen 
ary's Statutes, with all the Popery of them, are, of right, che Church of 
gland by Law Eſtabliſh'd. 
Bur againſt this Sott of Equi vocat ion a Cautious Perſon may poſſibly guard 
Himſelt : The Other, which conſiſts in Propoſitions, is more dangerous, and 
doubt paſt any Care or Skill to forecloſe. They tell us that the Truth or 
Falſhood of what they Promiſe, or Affirm, is to be taken from the Whole 
Jof what They Intend by it. Now of this, One Part they. Expreſs, and that 
you know: But the Other they keep ſecret within their own Minds, and what 
that is you may guels if you can. But ſo long as Bor /- together are true, 
tis no Matter tho* what is utter'd be falſe, and Thoſe to whom They ſpeak 
bligeſbe Deceived by it. (4) ln the Time of the Plague, One of this Party went 
y his from Lendon to Coventry: He was there Examined Mhether He came from 
ena. London ? He affirmed He did not; adding at the ſame time in his Mind, that 
ion He came not infected with the Plague from London. lu the Time of King 
nts, Names the It, The Jeſuits were very deſirous that the Pope ſhould fer an Arch- 
ar in Pyieſt over the Seculars here in England, The Affair was negeciared by 
ning WFarh r Strande; Who being examined by his Holynefs, (e Whether He 
thin :ranſaFed this Matter with the Conſent of the Seculars? Auſwer d roundly 
fai that He did; meaning within Himſelf that He did not know but that They 
might conſent to it, By the fame Help, a Prince may ſwear that He wid not 


A0 by Force of Arms : And yet He may pack a Par/iament to ſubvert it, as 
Queen Mary did; and as another Prince, within our own Memor.es, would 
havedone. Or ſhou'd you exclude that too, yer flill He may have Other ſe- 


toy oh. 


(a) (a) Abt. 4 anilog. pag. 13, 14. . (b) Ib. p. 12. (c) See Father er Parſon” 
Memerial, part the i ſt, chap. 10. (d) Crackanthorp contra Spalatens, 9. $2.2. 
vaſauo, Epiſt. ad Trent. Dit. p. 765, Cee. . Asbot, Antilog. p. 13. 
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en lea vour to alter the Proteſtant Religion as by Law eſtabliſha, meaning 
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cret Reſervations to deceive, which neither can all of Them be foreſeen, nor 
is there any poſſible Defence to be had againſt Them. FR Eee | 
Bur becauſe this Doctrine ( tho* approved by too many, is yer difallow* ae 


by Others of the Church of Rome; Let us ſuppoſe that what is promiſed o 
ſworn to Us in this Caſe, be without any Equivocation, or Mental Reſer 
vation, to deceive Us: Yer fill, | | 
"Secondly, We cannot rely upon it, in what concerns the Intereſts of thei 
Religion ; Becauſe that in ſuch Caſes They may Promiſe, or Swear to Us, an 
yer not be Obliged by what is Promiſed or Sworn, x 
Many are the Circumitances in which it has been determined by Them, tha 
an Oh, thy never ſo folemnly made, aves not Oblige : I ſhall but bare 
ly mention ſome of them. g) Fa Man Swear to another with his Mouth, 
but ar the fame time does not intend in his Mind to Swear : ( * 1f He 
Swear inconſiderately: i) If what He Swears to be a Mortal, or but eve 
Venia] Sin: (k) * if He Swears in ſuch a Matter wherein He lay under an 
Antecedent Obligation, which He had not of Himſelf Power to diſpenſe with: 
(?) * If the thing to which He Swears be ſuch as he ought not to have Sworn 
to without the Pope's Leave: Or laſtly, (m) * If the Perſon to Whom Hre 
Swears has no Right to his Faith; which is generally held to be the Caſe of 
Infide!ls and Herericks, but eſpecially in what concerns the Buſineſs of Reli- 
£708, For, as ( one of the ir Caſuiſts learnedly argues, If Faith is not te 
be kept with Tyrants, Pirates, and Publick Robbers, who only kill the 
* Body; how much leſs with obſtinate Heretic ks, who deſtroy the Soul, Juſt: 
* ly therefore, {:ys He, were thoſe Hereticks Huſſe and Prague burnt byfhre 
* the Sentence of the Council of Conſtance, tho? a Promiſe of Safety and 
Security had been made ro Them. So little Reaſon have we to take 
their Oachs in this Caſe , who have freely told Us before-hand that weſſhce 
mall be never the better for Them! | 


(tt) See Caſanb. Epiſt. ad Front, Duc, p. 771. Eſcobar Summ. Theolog. mar 
Fr. 1. Examen. 3 cap. 4 and cap. 7.pag. 73: (g) Greg. Sayr. Theſ. Cal, Con 
J. 5. c. 9. u 2. Qui furare non intendit non Qbligatur, Eſcobar, Summ,Thed 
Mor. Tr. 1. Exam. 3. p. 67. cap. 2. Conf. Cajet. in S. Tho, 22d, 3. 89. art. 7 
(h) Can. ſi 8 puramentum, 22. J. 4 (i) Cap. quanto de Furejurando,2.2. 
«4+ & Gloſſ, ib. Eſcobar. I. c. p. 68. (Kk) Cap. ad noſtram 21. Eod. Tix, 
2.5. ſicut, ib. & Cap Venientes, ib. Mich all Popiſh Princes are under ti 
ext ir pate Hereticks, De Hereticu. c. 13, C woneantur. (1) Cap. Venientes 
Tod. Tit. fy Cap. Ea. ib. (m) Decret. Cap. 15. qu. 6. De Hereticis, Tit, 7:5 
16. Er Comm. Gonzalu in illud Caput. Conf. Crac ant horp contr. Spalatens, 
cap, $3. Cc. (n) Simanc ha. Inſtitut, Catholic. Tit. 46. $ 52,53, 54. Con 


Corr. Brun. de Heret. I. 3. c. 15. De Heret. c. 16, Gloſſ. Nota, quod ipſo jare 
abſolutus eſt quicunq; aliquo genere obligationis tenetur aſtricus Hæreticis 
And therefore, the ſame Gloſs adds that this Condition is t0 be under ſtobd i 
ſwearing to ſach Perſons, © $i talis permanſerit cui Communicare liceat 
From ail which General Rules, the Gloſs upon the Canon Law, draws the 
farther more prrtioular Inferences : * That an Oath made againſt the Canon 
obliges not: That to {wear againſt the Law, is not an Oath but Perjury, D 
Jurejuraud cap. 2 1. That thoſe are not to be accounted Oaths, bur rathe 
Perjurics, which attempt any thing againſt the Intereſt of the Church. An 
therefere Such Oaths are not to be kept, but repented of, ib. cap. 2 


9. 


£5 ne RR ; 

nor It vas upon this Principle that Pope (o) Urban the VIth annu!l'd the Trea. 

s and Conventions which the Emperor Charles the IVth, and his Son, 
d, made with certain of their neighbouring States and Princes, that ** Alf 
d off Convenants made with Hereticks, were Raſh, Unlawful, and Null in Law, 
eſerYAnd Pope ( p Martin the Vth, upon the ſame Grouncs, plainly decla- 
d to Alexander Prince of Lithuania, who had taken the Bohemians into 
Protection, . that He could not oblige Himſelf to ſuch Hereticks ; but 
Wvonld be grilty of a Mortal Sin ſhouldzHe keep his Faith with Them. 
What theſe Popes defined, their Caſuiſis generally agree to. F thoſe 
pho break their Faith with Men { ſays a late () Eminent Author of 
hat Communion ) are to have ns Faith kept with Them, How much 
leſs thoſerwho break their Faith with the Church? This is their Doctrine: 
Hd I think: the Inference on our fide to be no leſs Plain and Concluſive, 
ven at if 0 Faith be to be kept with Us, then we have no Reaſou to rely upon 
r aneir Faith; Or to have any regard to what they Promiſe or Swear to Us, 
what concerns the Buſineſs of Religion, | 
I will add but one Reaſon more, and it is this; That tho' we could be 
re of what they Swear ; and that, upon their Own Principles, They ſhould 
Obliged by it; Yet ſtill. | 


ot t ey may iSwear, and be Obliged, and (r) yet that Obligation be Diſſolved, 
tha we do mot Conſent to it, nay tho“ we ſhould never ſo ſolemnly Proteſt 
ſuſt· N ainſt it. This is a Power which the Pope aſſumes to Himſelf; And who 
t byfhres ſay that He cannot of right Do, what He tells He can, and we are ſure 


andi has often in fact Done. ; pic | a 
take It is a ſad Story which their Own Authors relate of the Scandal which this 
t weſhce gave to the Enemies of our Common Faith, and of the ſevere, but juſt, 
dgment of God, upon Thoſe who were concerned in it. () Uladiiaws Ki 
Hungary made a Ptace with Amurath the IId. Emperor of the Turks, { 
n Years, The King ſwore upon the Goſpel, the Turk upon his Alcoran 


* 


bea bfully to obſerve the Treaty which they had made. This diſpleaſed the 


bpe, and his Warlike Legate, Cardinal Julian, who had put Himſelf at 


4 2 e Head of a Croiſade againſt the Infidels. The Pope impower'd his Legate, 
; 24 the Legate diſſolved the Oath, which the King and his Lords had ta- 


n, to keep their Truce, and freed them from all Obligation to it. Upon 
- a 2 , 


(o) Pia. Bullam ipſam apud Crackanthorp, contr. Spalat. c. 8 3. p. 626. 
(p) Vide Bzovium ad Ann, 1422. (q) Gonzales in lib. 5. decret. de Herg 
16. Tem. 5. p. 202. (f) Layman Theol. moral. I. 4. tr. 3. c. 1 l. u. 5. De Her. 
16. Gleſſ. Sce Father Walſh Hiſt. of the Iriſh Remonſtrance, Addreſs to the 


d afterwards againſt Q Elizabeth; It was upon this Principle that the 
rbon declared the People of France te be free from the Oath which they had 


rity j See Fowlis Hiſt. of Romiſh Treaſons, lth. 8, chap. 5. Decr. C. 15. 7. 
Iquin. 220. J. 89. art. 9. Reſp. ad 3. Cajetan, ib. Soto de fuſtit. & Jur. d. 
5. 1. art. g. Where the General Rule is this, In Odium Excommunicatorum 


mr. Baron. Aa Ann. 1444. Bonſin. Dee, 3. 4.6. | 


Wikis = 


Thirdly, We could not depend upon their Oath for our Security, becauſe - 


. 


"Þ*-olicks, p. 7, 8. To ſay nothing of the Bulls againſt K. Henry the Vll. firſt, 


nde to King Henry 111. and addreſs d to the Pope to confirm it by hi Aur . 


amenta que illius fiunt relaxantur. ([) n Sylyius, Epiſt. 8 1. Spondar. 
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tha Co dition was Rripped, and left half dead, to periſh with Cold and Hun 
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this they Invade ine Enemy, who Was then abſent with his Forces in Af woo 


and hoped, to have over-run his Country on this fide, before the could poſſiſſer 
bly return to defend it. Enraged at their Perfidiouſneſs, Amurath haſten hs 
back with all Speed into Earope; Engages the Chriſtian Army, and was ih; 
ſome Danger ot being utrerly overthrown by it. In this Diitreſs, He pullſſor 
out of his Boſom the Treaty of Peace which the Chriſtians had made with; 


Him, and ſworn to obſerve : And looking up to the Crucifix, which was car nd 


ried before Then, © This, fay He, O Chrrſt,is rhe Leagne which thy Chriſti 
** ans mate with me, ſwearing to it by thy N»me, If thiu be a God, avengln, 
*6'rhe Injury which Ihen have done both to Thee and Me. en 

He had hardly witer'd hig Words, betore the Battle began to turn againiÞs; 
Them. The ung was flaine: The Cardinal, who had been the Chick Außen 
thor of this Treachery, was wounded, and eſcaped out of the Field; and! 


ger rather than by he Hurts he had received, Scarce the third Part of th 
Army efcaped ; ſo that as their Own Hiſtorians obſerve, © God ſeem' d by thiu 
* Ev.nt p/1inly to ſhew, that Oaths are to be kept, not only with thoſe of tas 
* Hf Frith, but even with Them who are Enemies to it. 
- 1 ſhall cloſe up this whole Debate with that inſtructive Remark, which On 
of their Own Writers made upon the Oath of Allegiance ; that Great Subſtec 
ject of Diſpare in the Beginning of the lait Age: (:) How fooliſh, ſays, Hſe 
were They (our King and Parliament ) with all their Cantion ? They thoug 
they had contrived an Oath with ſo many Circumſtances, that it. could no 
be Broken with a ſafe Conſcience, by any Authority whatſoever. But th 
did not conſider, that if the Pope Diſſolved its Obligation, all tbe Ties of j 
(and yer One of them was, not to admit of any Diſpenfation, from the Pop 
or any Other Power wharſoeyer, for ſuch a Purpoſe) ſignified nothing. 
will add, continues He, what will be more Surprizing: If an Oath be declaſs 
red to be Unjuſt, it Binds not: But this Oath has been declared by the Po 
to be Unjuft ; and ſo all its Obligation vaniſhes into Smoak : And that Bon 
which ſo many Wiſz Men thought to be firong as Iron, is, in truth, weake 
than Sraw. | 1 | 
And now, let thoſe take ſuch Securities as theſe, who do not know ho 
little the Papiſt makes ot them; or how many ways he has to free himſel 
from being Obliged by them. But let not us think ſuch Ties as theſe to by 
4 ſuſſicient Caution for the Religion, Laws, and Liberties of our Country 
For our own Lives, and the preſervation of our Poſterity, We muſt hay 
fome more Real Securities from them, if ever we mean to be fafe ; And nt 
ver think our {clves free from Danger, while they have it ia their Power tg 
do us a Miſchief, 
What has been the Spirit of hee of that Religion under a Succeſſion e 
"Proteſtant Princes, you all know, and the Return of this Day ſpeaks it to u 
What a Proteſtant People may expect from a Prince of that Communios 
God be thanked our Own Hiſtory cannot mach inſtruct us. Yet even the 
ve read what Solemn Promiſes (4) Queen Mary made, at her firſt coming i 


the Crown, to thoſe of King Zaward's Religion, to maintain the profeſſioſſe 


— — 


(t) Pacenius, cit. a Crack. contr, Spalat. c 83 p. 623; (u) Abbox Ant | 
bog. cap 6. fol. 1 00, Bp, Burner's Hiſt; Reform. Vol. II. pag. 23 3. | 
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154 rote ſtam Line; and how much it will import us to hazard, if need be, dur 
poſſiſery Lives themſelves for the defence of that Succeſſion, A Popiſh Pringe 
iſten hat ever he may profeſs, can never protect a Proteſtant People, The very 


* 


as iat hᷣ he ſhould take to do this, is already declared to be Vo and of % 


Pul|Sprce : And ſhould he obſerve it, he would not only be Excommunicared for 
is Attempt, but upon perſiſting in it would be deprived of his Authority; 


d the Greateſt Princes ha ve ſometimes, to their Coſt, felt the Effect of it, 
nd to imagine that a Popiſh King, who knows all this, will nevertheleſs, 
Jeature his Crown, his Life, nay and his very Soul alfo, to maintain a Re- 
zam'Soion which He hates; and which in His Conſcience He believes to be Here- 
* Auſcal and Damnable ; is ſuch an extravagant Opinion, as will not deſerve to 
ind iſſe ſeriouſly Confutec. 

Hun There are ſome indeed, who againſt this Reaſoning, plain as it is, alledge 
of rhihe Example of King the Henry IVth. of France: A Popiſh Prince, yet a con- 
Maut and fteddy Defender of his Proteſt ant Subjects. Now to allow that He 
of Mas ſuch a Protector of Them as is ſuppoſed ; Vet who does not know that He 
ever was a real Papiſt in his Heart, () He refuſed to be inſtructed in that 
ay, leaſt he ſhould bur ſeem to change his Religion upon Conviction ; And 


heir Sakes, whom by this means He ſhould be able the better to Support. 
nd the Feſuits were fo well ſatisſied of the Truth of this, that they reſolved 
o make his Word Good, and Stabb'd him to the Heart for it. 8 

And yet, after all; Was this Great Prince ſo zealous a Defender of the Pro- 
ſtants, as ro make a Reformed Nation fond of ſuch a King ? (4) How many 
Fears paſs'd before He did any thing at all for their Security; nay before He 
ced them from the Danger of the Laws and League which had been made 
gainſt them ? And with what Difficulty was he brought to do it at the laſt ? 


red up in the Popiſh Way, contrary to the expreſs Will of his Father. He 
peaktould have perverted his Own Siſter, and did marry Her to the Duke of 
Farr, a Prince of the Other Religion. (e) He reſtored the Maſs ,in Bearn 
ho om whence his Mother, with the Conſent of the States, had baniſh'd it, thirty 
1\mſ[elFears before. (4) He corrupred ſeveral Miniſters, and Other leading Men of 


to bie Reformed Religion; to enter into Meaſures contrary to the lntereſts of it. 


) He would bave broken the Union of their Churches by reſtraining the 


t haYfleeting of their National Aſſemblies ; and the Liberty of their Provincial 
nd neFynods, by ſending a Deputy of his Own to be preſent-at their Seſſions. In a 
wer t 


Vord,(f ) He promiſed to get the Council of Trent publiſh'd in France, which 
one of his Predeceſſors had yet done; nor could he himſelf obtain the doing 
fit? EY. | | 


to u — — rener — — — 
union (2) See D Aubigne Hiſt. Tom. 3. c. 24, Vie de Mernay, p. 198. 27. 
| therff (a) See D' Aubigue Tom. 3. lib. 4. c. 1 1. col. 300. c. lib. 5. c. 1. col. 618. 
ing tenbaſſad. de du Perron. p. 156. Vie de Mornay. p. 201. Ce. 206, 234. Men- 


feſſio 


7 5. c. 3, 4. (c)Ambaſſades de du Perron, p. 156. 184. Vie de Mornay, p 254. 
nt 


(d) D'adubigne, Tom. 3. J. 5.c. t. (e) Hie de Merngy, p. 394» F) An- 
er J du Te pore i, ( e 
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nd tis great odds would forfeit his very Life too, This is the Law of Rene; 


xclared to his Old Friends, that in turning Bapiſt He ſacrificed Himſelf for 


) His Nephew, the Prince of Conde, the then next Heir to the Crown, He 


eur le Vaſſor- Hiſt, de Louis XIII. lib. 2. p. 159, 167 (b) D Aubignt Jom. 3. 


* 
f 


* 


that Hluſtrious King: To be che inheriror of his Vertues, as well as of his Authority 


_ thily Adore his {2oodnefs for the many wonderful Pre 


1 Such a friend to the Proteſtants was King Henry IVth ! And ſuch reaſon have w 
> defire the like Defender ! And yet, after all, He did what he could for cheth 
eto admoniſh other Princes to take Other Meaſutes) He loſt his life for hi 
Balz, and Kad, From wharhazbeenfaid u appears, What good geg 
idly, and Laſtly, From what has been (aid it appears, What grounds ws 
have to keep up the Solemn Return of this Day: A Day Memorable for Popiſt 
Treachery, and for the d uble Deliverance of our, Church and Nation from chqh. 
Deſigns of ir. For if, notwithſtanding theſe publick Occaſions of Reviving in Men h 
Minds the Dangers of Poder), we ſee many as ſecure as if there were no Fears of 
it; Others almoſt willing to believe Themſelves, and to perſwade Others, that 
there is no zrezt Harm in it: How much more inſencible, have we reaſon to fear 
They would all be, were there no ſuch Publick Seaſons appototed to put you 
* of theſe things, and to convince you of the Folly and Error of fu 
maginations. | Nee £5 | at 
"Be not deceived : Popery is an enemy, à Cruel, Furious, and Irreconeilable E 
nemy to the Reſormed Religion: An Enemy not to be ſatisfied with any thing ſhort 
of the utter Deſtruction of what they call the hern Hereſy, Look into all th 
Nations round about, and ſcarch, and ſee z Where did it ever prevail, and hq; 
Proteſtant Intereſt not ſuffer by it? And let us not think that We ſhall eſcape a 
all better chan our Brethren abroad have done. Truth, and Piery may be mil 
and gentle, patient and charitable :; but Error and Superſtition will be ſavage an 
cruel. By Scripture and Reaſon it cannot prevail; and therefore ir muſt rake ſuct 
other Methods as alone are able to ſupport its Authority, Thus Paganiſm fir 
then Mahometaniſm did; Thus Popery does; and thus all Other the like falſe Re 
ligions will ever Do. wee 
Let us then reſolve to take the Caution. of the Text, and Beware of theſe Fal 
Prophets. Our Religion, Our Liberties, Lives; Our Own, and our Poſterity 
Welfare All invite us to this Care. And that (God may Crown our Endeavour 
with Succeſs in it, and continue to Protect Us. as he has hitherto mercifully 
done, from their Devices againſt Us: Let us thankfully Commemorate and wor 
| —— which He has al 
ready been pleaſed to vouchſafe Us from the Dangers of it. | 
That when our King and our Princes; The Fathers of our Church, and th 
Great Council of the Realm; were All devoted, as on this Day, to Deſtructio 
and the Blow was juſt ready to be given; He not only delivered Them from i 
but turned the Deftruftion upon t r Head | 5 
That when agan, but atew Years fince, che Iutereſts of 1 were openly carrie 
C 


on, th a bigh Hand, aga'rſt Us: He rnifed us up a Glorions Defender; Inſpired Hin 
on with Success to accompliſh hat He had undertaken. | 
bat ta cempeat our Deliverance, and to prevent any future Dangers from their u 
wearied Enceavours to Deſtroy Us5, He cage that great Prince, Parliament, wi 
Wiſao n and Retolurion to ſettle the Succeſſibn oſ tie Imperial Crownof this Realm in 
. Line: So that unleſs We will betray ouĩ Selye sWe cannot eaſily beoverthrow 
y Them. B ; | 
| "Thar in Conſcquence of this eftabliſhmhenr, no leſs than by theit own Undoubted Righ 
He has givenus 2 moſt Pious, Wiſe, and juſt Queen of Our Own Religion to ſuccee 


and to compleat the Deliverance which He bad wrought for Us. 6 
That He has bleſſed her wich ſuch a continued Courſe of Eminent Succeſſes abroad 
ſuch a Univerſal Honour and cſteem at Home, as icarce any of Her Predeceſſors ha 
ever been able to a:tain unro. 19k Phe | 
Long may SneLave to be the Defendor of our Faith, the Protector of our Laws and Li 
berties, The Terror of Her E:.emies, the Support of Het Alites, The Delight of Mankind 
May She Reign. as She does, in the Hea ts of Her Friends: and tread under Her Feet 
as She has begun to do, the Necks of Her Advetſaries. May Succeſs evrermore attend a 
Her Underranings: tor Her Own Honour, and for che Publick Good, And whenloeve 
Ic ſhall pleaſe God to remove Her from Us, may there never be wanting a Succeſſion of 
* 2 and Renouned Princes of che Proteſtam Line, ro Govern and Defend & 
rote ſtant pur h and Realm, till Times aud Ages ſhall be no more. 12288 
Mich God of tus Influite Mercy Gran, thro, Felus Chriſt our Lord: To whom with the F. 
5 _ the Heeg G, be Hin and Glory, Dominion ana Pr aiſe, for & ver and E 


- * 1 * U 13 ] IE . 
ewe it, while She needed their help to ſer her upon the Throne: And how well 
ett ne kept thoſe Promiſes after they bad done it, the Infamous Crueltics of 


-, 


er hort Reign, for the Cauſe of Religion, ſufficiently ſhew. 
Bar what we cannot learn from our Own Hiſtory, we may from thoſe ſof a 
neighbouring Country, How many Publick Edict, and Treaties of Pacce, 
nere there Granted and Confirmed to thoſe of the Reformed Religion by 
hree Succeſſive Kings, Charles I Xth, Henry the 111d, and Henry the IVth 
Ie France? With what Solemnity where they ratihed, and required to be Ob- 
&rved by thoſe of the Other Communion ? And what was the Iſſue ot all 
heſe Publick Laws, and Oaths ? While the Retormed were in Power, and had 
rinces of the Bloud, and Others of the Higheſt Quality, to ſtand by the m; 
hilſt they kept the Cautionary Fortreſſes and Commands which had been 
iven them for their Security ; Whilſt France was exerciſed under a long 
ſhot acceſſion of Civil Wars, and the Proteſtants were neceſſary to defend the 
1 ch&ourt againſt the Popiſh Leaguers, and Rebels to it; They erjoy d the Exer- 
pe affiſe of their Rel gion under the Protection of the Governement, The Edicts 
mil$ubliſhed in their behalf were declared, in the proper ſenſe ot the Words, to be 


)bſervation of them; yet, Profeſſed he thought there was no need tor him ſo 
do, becauſe he ſhould otherwiſe have been obliged ro'fulfil them. Twice 


o be of perpetual Obligation, | 
And yet no ſooner had the Proteſtants loſt their Chief Supporters, and 
itullharted with their Cautionary Towns and Fortreſſes, but meaſures were fort- 
| wor ich taken for their Utter Ruin. Every Year produced ſome new Order of 
as Ather, to reſtrain their Liberty, and bring them nearer ro Deſtruction. Mi- 
| tary Converters were let looſe upon them; And the Maſs, or Perſecution, 
d thF.:; their only Choice, Till finally the very Edi# of Nantes its (elf was re- 
caled, and ſhewn to be no longer either Perpetua or Irrevocable. And how 
uch they have ſuffered ſince from their hands, is too well known to need 
ny Enlargement upon it. den | 
(his has been Their Caſe ; God grant it may never be our Own And it 
idently ſhews, what I am now aſſerting to be the Truth, that the only ſolid 


"For truſt the Sword to thoſe, who if ever they have an Opportunity, will not 
ail to cut our Throats with it. 

And this may ſuffice to ſhew, both what good reaſon we have to Beware 
I theſe falſe Prophets: And what is the only ſecure Method that a Proteſtant 
 Fcople can take for the Doing of it. I ſhall only draw a few remarks, by 
Jay of farther Application, from what I have now delivered, and fo Conclude 


Jr inciples of thoſe of the Church of Rome are to ſuch as differ from them; 
Id what a watchful Eye it will, therefore, before our Own Government to 
ve upon them. Perſecutions for Religions ſake is what the Goſpel of Chriſt 
Þ where, that I know of, either encourages or approves. The Church of 
eland, I am ſure, has ever been an Enemy to it: And if I know my own 
art, ten thouſand times rather would I ſuffer perſecurion upon ſuch an ac- 
Punt my ſelf, than be the Author, or Abettor of it, againſt Others, But 
may be Cautious Without being Cruel ; We may be careful to defend our 


e 
1 


5 erpetual, and Irrevocable, King Lewis the XIIIth. tho he twice ſware to the 


d the preſent King Solemnly Confirm the Edit of Nantes, and declare it 


ecurity againſt Popriſh Tyranny, is to keep the Power in our own Hands ; and 


And, Firſt, from what has been ſaid, it appears how very dangerous the 
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Clement the VIlleh, in his te Bulls ſent to Father Garnet, eæ hort the Engl. 


| | [14], | n 
ſelves, without doing any Injury to Others. To chain up furlons Men, an 
not ſuffer them to do themſelves, or others, a miſchief, was never yet thougb 
to be either Unjuſt or Uncharitable, This is all we need, and all that rt 
foregoing Diſcourſe was deſigned to recommend to you. 

It has, | know, been pretended, in anſwer to what I have now aſſerted wit 
relation to this matter, that theſe are not the Maxims of All thoſe of tt 
Other Communion. Nay, that Several of them have declared their diſſe 
to ſuch Principles, Let it be allow d that there are ſome better Chriſtians, th: 
Papiſts, in the Church of Rome : Yet ſtill it cannot be denyed but that the 
are, without controverſy, the Tenets of the much greater part; and th 
is enough to convince Us of the Neceſſity of Beawring of Them, And eve 
thoſe who diſown them, ſhould it come to the Tryal, would net dare to O. 
pole what the Others ſhould Do in purſuance of them. 

When 7jr-Oen raifed a Rebellion in Ireland, among other queſtions ſent? 
the foreign Univerſities to be determined with relation to the Entrepriz 
this was one; (x) © Whether it were lawful for any of the Romiſh Religil 
* zo fight againſt him, or otherwiſe to aſſiſt the Queen of England in oppoſi 
* of im? It was anſwered, that it was not Lawful for them to fight again 
& him, nor te faveur the Engliſh in any way: That thoſe who ſhould ds 
* could neither obtain Eternal Salvation, nor be Abſolved from their $i 
* y any Prieſt, til they ſpould firſt repent and forſake the Engliſh Army. 

Let us ſuppoſe that upon any other the like occaſion hereatrer, Some 
that Religion ſhould have ſuch Scruples as would not ſuffer them to fight 

inſt their Prince, or their Country-Men, in ſuch a Caſe ; yet even the 
would be forced to fir ſtill and ſubmit to what the reſt ſhould do: And n 
dare to oppoſe their more furious Brethren, in defiance not only of the 
Common Good, but of an Excommunicartion too againſt themſelves, as far 
urers of Hereticks, and Enemies to the latereſt of their Church.” 
ah. From the ſame Grounds we may ſee, what juſt reaſon our Governou 
had , 7) to ſettle the Succeſſion of the Imperial Crown of this Realm in 1 


—(x. Foulrs Hift. of Romiſh Treaſon. lib. 9. c. 3. p. 491. And, in defence 
stanleys Treaſon againſt Q. Elizabeth, this wa: laid down for a ground in 
Juſtification, ©* That in all Wars which may happen for Religion, every CY 
ie tholick Man is bound in Conſcience to employ his Perfon and Forces by tl 
&« Popes direction. Important Conſid. p. 72% — . | 
(y) The Papiſts have wo reaſon to complain of this : It was their own deſig 
eould they ha ve got a Prince ana Parliament of their Religion, See Parſo! | 
Memorial, Part. 3. chap. 24 It muſt appertain alſo untoa Catholick Prin 


. 


— 
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hom God ſhall bleſs with. the Crown of England,----firſt of all to Aſfuſ 

« the Succeſſion of the Crown by Good Proviſion of Laws ; ----And in ſuf 
ec manner muſt He link the State of Catholick Religion and Succeſſion tog 
* « ther; as the One may depend, and be the Aſſurauce of the Other. Te: 
« zie tell us; Card, Allen, and other Principal Perſons of the Nation agree: 


| Apol. in Defence of Eccl. Subordination in England, p. 187. col. a2. And P. 


b 


{ 


Papiſts, © Ne paſt obicum Regine Elizabethe, ad Anglie Sceptrum tene 
_ « dum ſuſciperent, niſi Eum, quanturacunque propinquitate Sanguinis ni 
« retur, qui Fidem Cat holicam non modo Tolęraret, ſed omni Ope & ſtu 
** promoveret ; & more majorum Jurcjurando ſe I@praftiturum, ſuſelrer 
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